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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
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Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 223 13-- 1450 

Sir: 

The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent application. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner's consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied that 
the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner is 
encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. 

Copies of the cited documents have been previously furnished to or cited by the Office in 
prior U.S. application no. 09/451,390, filed 30 November 1999, allowed; or U.S. application no. 
08/876,765, filed 16 June 1997, now U.S. Patent No. 5,996,007, issued 30 November 1999; or 
U.S. application no. 09/128,915, filed 04 August 1998, abandoned; or U.S. application no. 
08/595,837, filed 02 February 1996, now U.S. Patent No. 5,790,785, issued 04 August 1998. 
The instant application claims priority to all these applications. Therefore, copies of the cited 
documents are not included herewith. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b)(3), no fees are due with respect to this filing. However, 
should any fees be deemed necessary, such fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 04- 
1415. 

Should the examiner have any questions concerning the relevance of any reference cited 
in this disclosure, please contact the undersigned attorney. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




T. Kennedy, Registration No. 42,717 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
USPTO Customer No. 20686 
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